
At first his image was some-
what variable, but Thomas 
Nast's illustrations for 
Harper's Illustrated Weekly 
(1863-6) helped establish a 
figure that looks fairly close 
to our modern Santa. This 
figure was taken up by vari-
ous advertisers, including 
Coca-Cola. 

From the 1870s onwards 
the English Father Christmas 
became increasingly like the 
American Santa Claus, both 
in terms of his actions - he 
started giving gifts - and his 
appearance, with the result 
that the two are nowadays 
virtually inter-changeable as 
the ‘standard’ version of the 
Christmas visitor. 

But of course, this is only 
what Grown ups think, us 
Kids know better, we know 
exactly who it is and what he 
looks like !!!!! 

St Nicholas is usually 
acknowledged as the 
'original Santa Claus', he 
was probably a bishop who 
lived in the fourth-century in 
the Lycian port of Myra, in 
the south-west of modern 
Turkey. 

Over the course of the me-
dieval period the legend of 
St Nicholas continued to 
develop and spread enor-
mously. The cult of St Nich-
olas eventually rivalled that 
of the Virgin Mary in many 
regions, becoming the pa-
tron of sailors as well as 
children.  The most signifi-
cant manifestation of this is 
the Dutch Sinterklaas, 
which clearly derives from 
St Nicholas but now has a 
flying white horse. 

The original English Father 
Christmas seems to have had 
an entirely separate origin 
from Sinterklaas, being a 
personification of Christmas 
and a Yule-tide visitor - not a 
gift-giver.  Whilst strenuous 
efforts were made by the 
puritans of the seventeenth 
century to do away with this 
character, they did not suc-
ceed. In the nineteenth cen-
tury Father Christmas bene-
fitted from the general Victo-
rian revival of Christmas and 
can be found in, for example, 
Dickens' Christmas Carol.  

The American Santa Claus 
seems to have been largely 
inspired by the Dutch tradi-
tion of a gift-giving Sin-
terklaas, but it always was 
divergent from this tradition 
and was increasingly so over 
the course of the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. So, 
the American Santa is a 
largely secular visitor, who 
arrives at Christmas; who 
dresses in furs rather than a 
version of bishop's robes; 
who is rotund rather than 
thin; and who has a team of 
flying reindeer rather than a 
flying horse. 

St Mary the Virgin Church — Shawbury — by Rev Richard Hayes 

Imagine that you have worked hard on something that really matters to you more than words can say – 
a friendship, or a lovely marriage and family – and it goes wrong. How disappointed you would be. “I 

want to make it right” you might say, “but it will take both sides to mend it.” 

In the very first chapter of the first book in the Bible, Genesis, we read “And God saw all that he had 
made, and indeed it was very good”. Yes indeed! The world is wonderful, but obviously everything that 
happens in it is not very good – war. torture, drug-taking in sport, hacking on the internet – the list is a 
long one. At Christmas we are invited to use our imagination to consider how God deals with this break-
down of His creation, which he loves. God determines to enter into his creation and to share our hu-
man experience – giving us the freedom to respond to his love or to refuse it if we prefer.  There has to 

be freedom - to receive God’s love, or to kid ourselves that we can manage without it. 

How does the love of God enter into our human experience? We see it in Jesus Christ. How does he 
enter the world? Through the womb of a woman, into infancy and all that follows - childhood, adoles-
cence, adulthood.  How is the woman chosen to bear Jesus?  Not by compulsion, but by willing con-
sent. If you go into Shawbury Church and walk towards the altar, on the right hand side you will see a 
window filled with mediaeval stained glass of the late 15th /early 16th century. In the right hand panel 
is a figure of St Mary the Virgin raising her hands in astonishment, as though, when invited to become 
the mother of God made man she is saying “What, me!” She accepts the invitation, which later brings 
her the agonising sadness of seeing her son crucified, taking our sins and selfishness into his death 

and overcoming it, so that we may live in hope, and not in quiet despair. 

Shawbury Church is dedicated to St Mary the Virgin – the one who said YES to God. Without her, no 

Christmas, no hope, no invitation to us all to welcome the love of God into our lives. 

 For God’s sake, and your own, remember what Christmas is really all about!  
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STANTON-UPON-HINE-HEATH & HIGH HATTON 

 

MAGAZINE 

DECEMBER  2015 & JANUARY 2016 

www.stantonparishcouncil.org.uk 

Any items for future issues 

please contact Ruth Dee  

by the 15th of the month 

on  

stantonvillage@gmail.com  

or 07718 286571 

SHAWBURY VILLAGE PLAYERS  

PRESENT  BOUNCERS & SHAKERS 

Two One Act comedies with adult 

humour. 

Friday 11 December and Saturday 

12 December 2015  

Shawbury Village Hall at 7pm. 

 Licenced bar opens 6.30 pm with 

Cocktails, Mocktails, wine, beer  

and soft drinks on sale.   Tickets 

are £8 and are available on-line 

from 

www.shawburyvillageplayers.co.uk, 

Shawbury Post Office or ring Jo on 

01939 250070. 

http://www.shawburyvillageplayers.co.uk


SERVICES 

  6 December 9.30 am Songs of Praise led by Barbara Holt   

13 December 9.30 am Holy Communion led by Zoe Hemming   

20 December 4.00 pm Carol Service led by the Archdeacon    

24 December 4.00 pm Christingle Service led by Richard Hayes   

25 December 9.30 am Holy Communion led by Edith Quirey 

27 December No Service at Stanton but there will be a joint 3 church service at Shawbury at 11 am. 

 

  3 January  9.30 am Holy Communion led by Richard Hayes 

10 January 9.30 am Songs of Praise led by Barbara Holt 

17 January 9.30 am Holy Communion led by Edith Quirey 

24 January 9.30 am Morning Prayer led by Christopher Corbet 

31 January No Service at Stanton but there will be a combined service at Peplow at 11.00 am 

 

Other services in the benefice over Christmas include a Carol Service at Shawbury on 20 December at 6 pm, a Carol Service at 

Moreton Corbet on 21 December at 7.30 pm with Telford Brass Band, a Christingle Service at 6 pm and a Holy Communion ser-

vice at 11 pm at Shawbury on 24 December and a 9.30 am service at Moreton Corbet on 25 December. 

FLOWERS AND CLEANING 

There are no flowers in December as it is advent.  A new list for 2016 will be in church shortly please sign up for any dates you 

would like to do the flowers. 

Please refer to the Parish Council    

website for details  

www.stantonparishcouncil.org.uk 

NEIGHBOURHOOD MATTERS 

MISSING CATS 

Please be aware that another cat has 

“vanished” in the past few weeks in and 

around the Stanton, A53/Stanton crossroad 

and Booley areas.  Increasingly this seems 

more than accident or coincidence, so 

please keep an eye on your pets and a sharp 

look out for any suspicious activity. If anyone 

has any information please contact Chas 

Warren on 07734 878777. 

STANTON WALKING GROUP  

With the darker evenings approaching the Stanton 

Walking Group run by Chris Floyd now takes place 

fortnightly on Tuesday afternoons at 2.00 pm from the 

Stanton Arms. 8 December  is the date of the next 

walk.  Please contact Chris for further details at     

floydies@talktalk.net. 

 
GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND  - Used Postage Stamps 
 
Ralph Prince is once again asking if we could all save 
our used unwanted postage stamps for this worthwhile 
cause. 
 
Please call Ralph on 01939 250124 to arrange    
collection. 

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Natalie Cauchi 01939 251005 -  

           Booking Officer if Sue not available 

Beverley Orme 01939 250878 

Barbara Fisher 01939 251075 

Jane Fildes 01939 251187 

Mary Page 01939 251166 

Sue Young 01939 250194  -  

             Chairperson &  Booking Officer 

N E W S  F R O M  S T  A N D R E W ’ S  C H U R C H  

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  

P a g e  2  

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  V I L L A G E  H A L L  

Did you  know…..  

 

If you add half a glass of 

lemonade to a vase of flowers 

the bubbles prolong the life of 

the flowers by up to a week! 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

09.15-to-09.45 (30 minutes) 

01743 255024 

Alternate weeks on Thursday 

4th/18th December 2015 

8th/22nd January 2016 

 

FUTURE  VILLAGE HALL EVENTS/DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Thursday  3rd December  and Thursday 7th January 2016  

NEIGHBOURHOOD NATTER MORNING -  1030—12 noon— Please come and join us at 
this informal coffee morning in a relaxed atmosphere and catch up with friends and 

neighbours and meet new ones.  All are welcome. 

Christmas Themed Family Quiz Night 

Thank you to all who supported this event.  More news in the next edition. 

 

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS / HELPERS  

If you have some time to spare and would like to become involved in organising village 
activities, events etc then your help would be gratefully appreciated. New faces on the 
committee would be a great asset but if you only wish to spend a limited amount of time 
helping out it would still be enormously helpful.  Please contact any of the existing com-

mittee members for more information. 

VILLAGE HALL HIRE 

Don’t forget if you have any family get
-togethers, parties or special   interest 
activities coming up, the  village hall 

is a great place to hold it.             

For availability and further details 

please contact the booking officer. 
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Roger Davies 

Landscapes 

 

Providing a quality local service for 

25 years. 

 Landscaping Fences 

 Patios  Ponds 

 Walls  Pergolas 

 Lawns  Decking 

 Traditional hedge laying 

For a prompt reliable service call 

01939 200435 

Shawn Humphreys 

 

Building Contractor 

Member of the Federation of  

Master Builders 

Building Guarantee Scheme 

 

All building work carried out 

References available from local  

people 

For advice and quotations ring 

 

01939 270975 

Mobile: 07802 670221 

TRACEY’S CLEANING SERVICES 

My Moto is ‘cleaning to please’ 

 

 Housecleaning 

 Spring cleaning 

 Ironing 

 End of tenancy clean 

 Household chores 

Tel: 07533805839 or 01743468633 

info@traceys-cleaning.co.uk 

Ian Wellings 

General maintenance of homes 

and gardens, mowing etc. 

Also vehicle servicing and repairs. 

All types of work considered. 

Tel: 01952 541606 

Mobile: 07837 804666 

Jim Grundey 

01939 250391 

 

If you’ve got no time to do odd jobs or 

DIY ring for household  

repairs, tiling, fencing etc. 

No job too small. 

SPANISH TUITION 

Tuition given by a native Spanish 

speaker. For children of any age or 

adults that want to learn or improve 

your Spanish skills. 

Contact Yolanda Griffiths on 

01939 251120 or 07850479714 

MARK LYTH 

PLUMBING AND HEATING 

Bathrooms, Heating Installations 

GAS SAFE, NVQ, BPEC, CIPH        

Water Board approved, Energy    

Efficiency Reliable with realistic rates 

Tel: 01939 251924                     

Mob: 07545209806 

FIREWOOD  

SUPPLIED AND DELIVERED 

Tree work and garden Maintenance 

Full NPTC Chainsaw qualifications and 

Insurance 

Contact: Tim Young 

Young’s Trees and Seeds 

Tel: 07976 274829 or 

01743  874273 

PAUL HUMPHREYS 

Painter & Decorator    

01939250325 

All aspects of interior & exterior dec-

oration undertaken. 

City & Guilds Qualified 

JOE JAMIE ARBORICULTURE 

Joe Jamie (Bsc Hons, Cert Arb.) 

Tel: 01743 341140 

Mobile: 07930 845249 

QUALIFIED TREE SURGERY 

Felling, Pruning, Shaping, Thinning 

Planting, Hedge Trimming, Stump Re-

moval Fully Insured Site left clean and 

tidy 

A J’S OIL BOILERS 

Servicing Repairs to oil fired boilers, 

24 hour call out 7 days a week    

Tony Porton 

OFTEC Registered 

Home 01630 684136                  

Mobile 07773 413582 

Mike Davies 

07949 415416 

Painter & Decorator—City & Guilds 

Interior & exterior decorating 

All types of jobs undertaken, large or 

small  

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED               
PDA APPROVED MEMBER               

Fully insured                                     

Ring for estimate/enquiries 

COUNTRY LINENS & INTERIORS 

Beds: Mattresses : Furniture Fine 

Linens Duvets : Pillows 

Stockist of Hypnos Beds 

‘The Most Comfortable Beds in the 

World’ 

Preferential Rates for Members of the Parish 

16-17 Castle Street       9 Castle Square 

Shrewsbury      Ludlow 

01743 343033      01584 877380 

info@countrylinens.co.uk 

MORETON MILL  

BED & BREAKFAST 

 

17th Century Corn Mill and Forge situat-

ed on the River Roden near Shawbury  

 

Website: 
www.ruralbedandbreakfastnorthshropshire.com 

Telephone : 01939 250293 

See booking.com for reviews 

SHAWBURY CHIROPRACTIC  

CLINIC 

Effective treatment of Back and Joint 

Pain 

Open: Tues, Weds, Fri                   

evening appointments available    

Call Laura Cunningham (MChiro) 

07952 933090 

For appointments, or if you have any 

questions!                                    

Room 4, Baker House, Shawbury 



THE STANTON ARMS 

01939 250221 

Mon to Fri—5 –11 pm 

Sat 12-11pm  Sun 12 to 10.30 pm 

Home cooked food served 

Tuesday to Sunday 

We also cater for weddings, parties and 

can provide an outside bar. 

JESSICA ONIONS 

Seamstress 

Clothing alterations, curtain and soft 

furnishings made and altered. 

Friendly service and advice Contact 

Jessica on 

01939 200240 

HOMEFIX PLUMBING & HEATING 

All plumbing from taps, radiators, 

leaks and drains; full bathroom refit 

packages, including flooring and tiling; 

installation of underfloor heating; oil 

boiler installation, service and repair; 

installation of stoves and open fires 

To book a free quotation please call 

us on 07905741758  

or visit our website 

www.homefixplumbingandheating.co.

uk 

OWENS MEMORIALS 

01630 654135 

for help and advice 

21 Queen Street Market Drayton 

Traditional, modern, individual       for 

Cemetery or Churchyard         Cover-

ing all districts  

Quote Ref: PM 03 

MOBILE HAIR DESIGN 

Academy Diploma Award                      

with Toni & Guy 

Quality cutting; Creative colouring All 

styles for special occasions. 

By Pip Preece 

07411 298417 

HAZELS FARM CHILD CARE LTD 

Care from 3 months to 11 years, set in 

3 acres of beautiful countryside, Forest 

School, Jungle Gym and Tennis Court, 

qualified Tennis Coach, Facilities for 

Babies, Toddlers and Rising 3’s.  Mon-

tessori Pre-School.  A stimulating envi-

ronment, combining quality care and 

education. Breakfast, Afterschool and 

Holiday Club. Collecting from St Mary’s, 

Shawbury, Hodnet, High Ercall and 

Clive Schools 

Half price holiday club for term time 

customers  

Hazels Road, Stanton, Shawbury,     
SY4 4HE 

Contact Michaela, Nursery Manager on 

01939 250234 

hazles1999@gmail.com  

Shropshire Regimental Museum 

The Regimental Museum was estab-

lished in 1985 and is housed in the  

mediaeval border fortress of Shrewsbury 

Castle. The Castle houses the            

spectacular collections of the Shropshire 

Regimental Museum Trust including 

pictures, uniforms, medals, silverware, 

weapons and other artefacts from the 

18th Century to the present day. 

http://www.shrewsburymuseum.org.uk/visit-

shrewsbury/shrewsbury-castle/

#sthash.CDzoJniI.dpuf for further information. 

FOOT HEALTH 

Specialist Foot Health Treatment, Foot 

Health check and advice, nail trimming, 

hard skin removal, reduction of thickened 

or ‘bulky’ nails, removal of corns and 

calluses, Management of : fungal nail 

growth, in growing nails, verrucae, 

cracked heals.  

Complimentary foot massage included 

Foot Health Practitioner & Reflexologist  

Judith A Davison MVR MPS Prac FHP    

Dip Reflexology  

Member of the Alliance of Private       

Practitioners. Fully Insured. 

01939 251431  

07852 507275 

STANTON TODDLER GROUP 

At Hazels Farm Nursery School 9.30 to 
11.30 every Thursday (including school 

holidays)  

Supported by Sure Start 

Free snacks  

All Welcome 

Tel: 01939 250234 

“For people 

who love 

plants” 

Your local family run Nursery & Garden 

Centre offer expert, friendly advice with 

quality plants at great prices. 

 

We’re stocked with coal, logs and kin-

dling to keep you warm and cosy this 

winter. 

************************* 
Plus don’t forget the birds! A full range 

of bird food in stock now 

 

Open 7 days a week 

 

Ellerdine Heath, Nr. Tel-

ford. TF6 6RL 

Tel: 01939 250428  

e: info@oakgategardencentre.co.uk 
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DEB AND HAIR 

Is now offering the following treatments 

Rebalance Complementary Therapies 

*massage* reflexology* aromatherapy 

Tue/Wed/Thur 

Tel: 07577 446454 

to book an appointment 

Beauty Treatments 

*pedicure* manicure. gel nails 

acrylics. lash extensions. spray tanning 

Fri/Sat. 

Tel: 01939 250459 

to book an appointment 

FB Debandhair/rebalancect 

to see current offers 

Full treatment menus available at  

Deb and Hair  

3 Drayton Road 

Shawbury SY4 4NZ  

J & R Peck 

Home and garden maintenance. 

Over 30 years experience. 

House and shed clearance also     

undertaken. 

Tel: 01939 200842 

Mobile: 07718 703644 

http://www.shropshireregimentalmuseum.co.uk/our-collections/

